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good swimmer, came swimming over to this side.
The dragoon was then in a great deal of pain for
fear of being discovered, and was once going to kill
the fellow, and make off; but at last resolved to
carry on the humour, and having entertained the
fellow with a tale of a tub, about the Swedes steal-
ing his oats, the fellow being cold, wanted to be
gone, and he as willing to be rid of him, pretended
to be very sorry he could not get over the river, and
so makes off.
By this, however, he learned both the depth and
breadth of the channel, the bottom and nature of
both shores, and everything the king wanted to
know. We could see him from the hill by our
glasses very plain, and could see the soldier naked
with him; says the king, He will certainly be dis-
covered and knocked on the head from the other
side: he is a fool, says the king, if he does not kill
the fellow and run off; but when the dragoon told
his tale, the king was extremely well satisfied with
him, gave him one hundred dollars, and made him
a quarter-master to a troop of cuirassiers.
' The king having further examined the dragoon,
he gave him a very distinct account of the shore and
the ground on this side, which he found to be higher
than the enemy's by ten or twelve foot, and a hard
gravel.
Hereupon the king resolves to pass there, and in
order to it, gives himself particular directions for
such a bridge as I believe never army passed a river
on before nor since.
His bridge was only loose planks laid upon large
trestles, in the same homely manner as I have seen
bricklayers raise a low scaffold to build a brick wall \
the trestles were made higher than one another to
answer to the river, as it became deeper or shal-
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